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new candidate; again he drew closer the bonds that
linked him with Rome against the Angevins. In the
north Cnut YI. had warmly espoused the cause of Otto.
He had married his sister to William, Otto's brother,
whom some had thought of as heir to the English crown.
The cause of the Saxon Emperor seemed bright.
The marriage with Ingeborgis did not long remain
in the background. Philip, it seems, had never really
taken her back as his wife. When he had won his
way as to the legitimation of his children he again
besieged the ears of Innocent with cries for the dissolu-
tion of his marriage. Louis his father, the Emperor
Frederic, John of England himself within the last
few years, had had their causes tried by bishops of
their own. Why should he not have the same course
open 1 Innocent replied with dignity that in the case
of the emperor a legate had been present, that in the
two other cases the suit was unopposed. He declared
that he would hear the case himself, with all fit wit-
nesses and documents that might be presented. The
delays, he repeated, were of Philip's making. Had he
from the first acted honestly the suit would have been
ended long ago. Let him learn how much was lost by
too much haste. By letter after letter he insisted on the
proper treatment of Ingeborgis. She lived a solitary life
under the strictest guard. It was said that no priest
was ever allowed to approach her, and that she could
rarely hear mass. She was left almost without clothes,
quite without the common decencies of life. Her
piteous letters but rarely reached the Lateran, and
when Innocent was aware of her condition he could do
no more than appeal to the king's honour, and finally